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PRIESTCRA FF. 


. . T is an old Proverb, when 

I af the Steed's ſtoln ſhut the Stable- 

6 AM door ; thus thoſe Laity who 
SS WAS have had their Conſciences 
x 95 beguil'd, and Pockets pick d, 
222 Aby the Tyranny of Prieſt- 
n rrzſt, begin to ſee what 
Aſſes they have been to the Popiſh Clergy, 
who have made no other Uſe of them, than 
lading heavy Burthens upon other Men's Shoulders, 
which neither we nor our Fathers were able 
to bear. 
Ir is the Glory of a Free · born Peopſe to 
ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith God has made 
them Free; and it is alſo the Shame and Diſ- 
honour of thoſe who are ſuch Tools to theſe 
Ciergy, and Cheaters of their own Souls and 
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41. 
Families, as do believe implicitly on the 
Church ; and pin their Faith on the Gown 
of an Eccleſiaſtick. = Wh 
Great Britain has the peculiar Happineſs 
of an Excellent Conſtitution; it is the Joy of 
all true Proteſtants, that we are not govern'd 
by the Clergy, and that it is in the Power of 
the Laity, to keep them under, that is, to 
be God's Servants, but not our Maſters. It 


is our Glory, that we have 4 King who 


governs without Prieſtcraft, or the Aſſiſtance 
of the prieſtly Tribe; and is it not ſurprizing 
that there ſhould be any among the Laity, 
who ſhould ſo far abandon their Senſes and 


Reaſon, as to cry up Church- Authority, that 


is in plain Engliſb Prieſteraft, and which in 


the End can only make them Slaves to the 
Clergy ! I hope | need not ſay that this is 


the moſt miſerable State in the World. 
Happy wiltthou be, O Britain, when thou 
doſt come out of thy infant State, when thou 


wilt no longer be led in Levitical Leading- 


Strings, and when thoſe of thee who hare 
been in a doating Age. for ſo many Years, 
ſhall reſume their Senſes, and be no longer 
tual Nurſes in long Petticoats. 

Every Man who values his Religion and Li- 


deceived by Egyptian Task Maſters, or Spiri- 


berty, ſhould give a helping Hand to the down- 


fal of Prieſtcraft; which accurſed Thing has oft- 


en put thoſe invaluable Bleſſings in the utmoſt 


Danger. Prieſtcraft has always been thought a- 
mong the Wiſeſt and Beſt Men, to be one of the 
greateſt Plagues that a People can labour under; 


and it is amazing that there ſhould be any, wha 


bear the Name of Protettants, that are not 
ſtruck 


, 


Is) 


ſtruck with Harro at the Thought thereof. 
But it is too manifeſt that there are a great 
Number ot lurking Knaves, to promote 
Popery, and Slavery; or Eccleſiaſtical Fools, 
who Bow down, that theſe Spiritual Tyrants - 
may go over them. _ 

Prieſtcraft is not uſed as a Bugbear, to a- 
muſe People with imaginary Fears, and 
groundleſs Jealouſies ; as the Word Church 
has been proſtirured jately to ſerve ſuch vile 
and low Purpoſes. We all know what Uſe 
has been made of it, and under this venerable 
Name, and the Sacerdotal Caſſock, how 
many Murders, Blaſphemies, and other 


- Crimes, have been committed, and how often 


is it uſed to cover a Picce of Eccleſiaſtical 
| Knavery ; but we ſeem to grow wiſer within 
theſe few Years, and the Cry and Noile of 
the C—h's Danger begins to ſmell of a Le- 
vitical Juggle, and honeſt Men begin to ſhun 
the Bawlers of it, as one would do a Perſon 
infected with the Plague. ; 
But to return: Prieſtcraft is of a large Ex- 

rent, and takes in with it Pride, Ambition, falſe 
| Zeal, Perſecution, Rebellion, lording it over 
the Conſciences, as well as Purſes, of the 
Laity : In ſhort, the Word Prieſtcrafr con- 


tains in it more than any one can imagine, 


for it would not only Burn our Bodies, but 
Damn our Souls, if they lay in its Power, 
or at the Mercy of a crafty Eccleſiaſtick. 
And now after ſuch a Deſcription, though 
ſo ſhort a One, will not all lend a Hand 
to the quenching of this Eccleſiaſtical Flame, 
which if it goes on mult inevitably lay us 
in Alhes ; and thoſe Laity, who inſtead of 
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cruſhing theſe Vipers, are ſtill for upholding 
the Popiſhly- affected Clergy, in their Spiritual 


Tyranny and Sovereignty, can be thought 
no leſs than Felons, who hope to get their 
Wealth out of the Ruins of their Neigh- 


bours. 


But it is our Nail that there are ſome 
(and I wiſh there were more,) that ſeem re- 
ſolved to caſt off the Yoke of Prieſtcrafr, and 


who are ſenſible they have play'd too long at 
Blindman's Buff with their Senſes. How many 
have impoveriſhed themſelves by enriching 
the Clergy ? Many have been reduced to 
Want on this Account, whilſt thoſe they 


have enrich'd, have roll'd about in Idleneſs 
and Luxury, diſdaining to ſpeak to them, 
much leſs to help them. How often have 
the Laity had theſe Spiritual Guides fawn- 
ing about them like a Spaniel, for a Preferment 
or ſome fat Living; when they have no ſooner 
been put in Poſſeſſion of hat they had been ſeek- 
ing after, but they grow haughtier than their 
Doner, and will ſcarce deign to ſpeak to him, 
unleſs it be in a jeering Manner and after 
the Play Houſe Language, ub Money to be re- 


tara'd after the Curtain is drawn up. 

Thus the Prieſts, who make Religion a 
meer Trade, are like the Deſcription our Savi- 
our gives of the Scribes and Phariſees, againſt 


whom he pronounces a Woe; for they are like 


whited Sepulchres, which appear beautiful out- 
ward, but are within full of Dead Mens Bones 
and all Uncleanneſs; even ſo theſe alſo appear 
Righteous unto Men, tut within are * of Hypo- 
eriſy and Iniquity. 


For 
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RR. 
For my own part, I reverence a good 


Divine, whether in a Gown or a Cloak; 
and I cannot for my Heart think, that a 


Peice of Lawn, or a red Tippet, can make 


Men Holier than their Neighbours. They 
make a Noiſe indeed in the World, and bid 


us ſtand off, and lay, I am Holier than thou, 
telling us alſo in the Words of the Phariſees, 
that they thank God they are not as other Men. 
But I muſt beg the Favour of their Spiritual 


Highneſles, to judge of Men by their Actions, 
and not by their Apparel: I am not for 


making Gods of the Lord's Ambaſſadours ; 


becauſe I cannot find in Scripture, that there 
are more Gods than One. e 15 

l believe it is owing to the Negligence of 
the Laity, that Prieſts are ſo bold, and ſo 
bad, and themſelves ſo trod upon by their 


Black Tribe. It has been the Unhappineſs of 
this Nation, that the common People have 


believed any thing a Prieſt has ſaid, (and I 
am afraid he ſays more than his Prayers,) 
though it were ever ſo inconſiſtent; nay 
ſometimes they have believed a Thing purely 


upon the Ridiculouſneſs of it, or becauſe it 


was ſpoken by a Levite; for they have 


thought nothing could be falſe, that came 
out of the Mouth of a Gluttonous Eccleſia- 


ſtick. 5 
The Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle, to Titus, 
(the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
Crete) warns his Lordſhip not to give heed to 
Jewiſh Fables, and Commandments of Men 
that turn from the Truth; if this Declara- 
tion was believed in our Day, the Lord 
knows what would become of Creeds, Sub- 
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ſcriptions, and other human Inventions, in 


15 the Wo ſhip of God. 

1 It is no new Thing for the Tribe of Levi to F 
teach ſor Doctrines the Commandments of Men; if 7 
there is a Sum of Money, or a good Living in 9 
View, it will not want a Doctrine to intro- 6 
duce it, or a Text of Scripture to back it. 
If we ſay the Scripture does not any where 3 


command, or ſo much as mention, an Altar- 1 
piece, nor Men to bow down to it; we are 
anſwer'd by them in the Words of St. Paul, A 
Jet all Things be done Decently and in Order, And | | 
though we humbly apprehend, with all due 
Submiſſion to our High and Mighty Sovereigns 
the Clergy, that this Text of Scripture is 
baſely miſapply'd, they tell us there is no 


way of convincing Hereticks, but by ſending $ 
them to the Devil for an Anſwer. (More Cley 


rici.) ” = Te 
Heretick is a Name given by the high 

| Clergy, to thoſe who will not ſee with Eccle- 

fiaſtical Spectacles, or blind their Eyeſight 1 

with a Piece of Spiritual Crape ; theſe being 4 
dangerous Men to the Church, are to be 4 
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perſecuted, and ſtigmarized with all the hard 1 
Names, and Curſes too, that the Devil or A 
a Prieſt can invent. „„ „ 

A late Author obſerves, that the Tory 1 
prieſthood in Queen Elizabeth's Time were 1 


Ignorant, Lewd and Seditious, and it muſt © | 
© be ſaid of them, that they are true to the 3 


5 Stuff ſtill:“ And I cannot but add in the 3 
Words of another Author. © I wiſh ro ſee F 


© that horrid Race of Men expung'd, their 
Wolves Skins expoſed, and their Shepherds 
Cloathing pull'd over their Ears. Shall it be 
ak ever 
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ever ſaid that a Party of ſcandalous, wicked 
and profane Clergymen, who glory in being 


High-Church, but may be ſaid more proper- 
ly to be Jeſuits in Maſquerade: I ſay, ſhall 
theſe govern us, not only in our Eſtates, but 
our Conſciences? Amazing Stupidity! That 
Men who pretend to be reaſonable Creatures, 
will not ſee clearly their own Welfare, but 
make themſelves Slaves to a Set of Metcena- 
ry Levites. 

It plainly appears what they are whom we 
pay to exerciſe Dominion over us : What can we 


think of thoſe, who refuſed taking the Oaths 


to the King, tho' they had taken them to 
King William, and good Queen Anne? Theſe 


are thoſe Blind Guides, who ſtrain at a Guat, 
and ſwallow a Camel. And to whom the 


Words of the Foct may very well be ap- 
ply d. 


And truly did our Kings confider- all, 

They'd never let the Clergy ſwear at all: 
Their Politick Allegiance they'd refuſe ; 

For Whores and Prieſts do never want Fame: 


Ta prieſtcraſt in General, let us turn to 


\ Particulars; and take a View of the late 


Controverſy between the B- p of B—r 


and his Oppoſers : We ſhall ſee therein a true 
Emblem of Prieſtcraft. 


We have lately ſeen the beſt Scholar and 
Divine that ever drew a Pen in deſence of 
any Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, hated and 
defamed, and all the Kennels of the Town 
raked into for Scandal, Dirt, and deteſtable 
Arien to beſpatter Name that will ever 

be 


* 


10 
dear to all true Britons, and ever ſhine in Eng- 
ib Annals for his ſeaſonable and juſt Defence 
of the Rights and Privileges, the Liberties 
and Enjoyments of Proteſtant Mankind; tho 
by the Confutations and entire Diſappoint- 
ments they have met with in every Point they 


have attempted, 'tis viſible he was only ap- 
pearing in defence of Truth and Liberty; 


and the unjuſt Calumnies ſpread againſt him, 


have not only been propagated by the vile 


mental hackney Sons of Gru#ſtreet, and the 
very Droſs of the Belial Cl—y; but Divines, 


who before were valued as Men of Letters, 
have ſtoop'd ſo low as to defile their Hands 
in this dirty Work, and have ſet on Fire the 


Tempers of the Rabble, to aſperſe and de- 


tract from him, whom they ſhould rather have 
aſſiſted and encouraged  inflaming the ſediti- 
ous Mobb againſt him, crying out, purſue, o- 


wertake and divide the Spoil, ſo ſhall his Inheri- 


tance be ours: 'Tis ſcarce to be wondered at, 
that the Half-pay Pulpiteers, thoſe factious 
Sons of Levi, ſhould have Sounded their 


Trumpets in Zion, and like wicked Ahab, 


longed for Naboth's Vineyard, that they have 
beat their Pulpit Drums, and called upon a 
Set of Hearers as ſenſeleſs as themſelves to 
| ſtand to their Arms in defenſe of what they 
call the Ch---h, which they as little care for 
as any; but have been uſed to a Set of Jar- 
gon, and Hocus Pocus Language, which al- 
ways ſerves their Turns, and is like a Charm 


or Enchantment, only fit to raiſe the Devil 
with, I ſay, 1 wonder not, that they ſhould 


be ſo vigorous in oppoling the B— p of 


 8--r,who has entirely blaſted all their Schemes, 
8 e 


WHT 
and laid the Axe to the Root of the Tree, 
and hewn down ſome who are only fit to be 
caſt into the Fire; tis not ſurprizing to me 
to find them preaching up their abitruſe and 
incredible Doctrines (unleſs they could inſpire 
the Laity with a Faith ſtrong enough to re- 
move Mountains) of an Apoſtolical Lineal 


Succeſſion, and the Divine Rights of the 


Church (i. e.) their own Body Politick; for 
they ſubſiſt by Sounds, more than by Senſe, 
and Darkneſs and Chains are the very Props 
of their Sacerdotal Empire: I had almoſt ſaid 
(but with all due deference to the Crape) 
that in a little time they would aſſert the di- 
vine Right of Ignorance, and paint it forth 
with all due Encomiums, as the Mother of 
Devotion, and take away the uſe of che Tree 
of Life from the Laity, as only fit for them - 
ſelves; and in the Room, ercEt an Altar to the 
unknown God, whom ſome of them ignorantly wor- 
ſhip. Their Darling Doctrines of Indeſeafible 

_ Hereditary Right, Paſſive Obedience, and Non- 
Reſiſtance, have alſo taken up a great ſhare of 

their Studies, tho' every Layman is judge how 
well they have kept to their Text; they them 
felves having as often broke through it 
as there are Days in the Year, and made as 
light of it as King Edward of his Coronation 
Oath; ſo we ſee tis impoſſible for Nature not 
to rebel againſt Principle: And I am at a Loſs 
ro imagine whether it ſavours more of Im- 
piety or Simplicity, for the aſſuming Ec- 
cleſiaſticks to believe they came down from 
Heaven with Mitres on their Heads, and 
Croſiers in their Hands, and that the Laity 
were created with Saddles on their Backs, and 
„ tha 
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that the Prieſts Office was only to ger up 


12 J. 
and ride them. 


How many Dor deluded Jouls haye they 
opened the Gates of Heaven to, for Rebelli- 


on againſt a good Prince; and how many 


Anathemas have they thundered out, how 
wide have they ſet open the Gates of Hell 


| againſt any who have defended their Religi- 


on and Liberties, and drawn the Sword of 
the Lord, and of Gideon againſt a bad one? 


Of this there are many very undeniable In- 


ſtances; ſo that if we would take their Words 


for it, they have the Keys of Heaven and 
Hell, and are to be the only Orthodox Re- 
ceivers of Peter's Pence, as well as the Male 


Heirs in a lineal Deſcent to Peter's Commil- 
| fion and Chair: But pity, great pity is it, 


that ſome of the Laity are ſo Stupid, and 


others ſo Prieſt-riden as to take their J. 


 dixit, and Verbum Sacerdotis for every thing 


they believe ; that being drunk with the 


Drunken, and perſecuting and beating their 


fellow Chriſtians, (as they ſometimes con- 


deſcend to call-us) ſhould be one of the Marks 


and Characeriſticks of an Ambaſſador of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who has given us a quite dif- 


| ferent Account of the Manner of their De- 


portment by telling us, that the Servants of 


the Lord muſt be meek, peaceable, full of Good 
Fruits, aud without Hypocriſy. 


table Character affixed upon ſome, by no 


"Tis a lamen- 


leſs Authority than St. Jobx the Evangeliſt, 


that there were a Set of Perſons in his Days 


who traded in the Souls of Men, i. e. were 
Soul-brokers ; and though it may ſeem @ hard 
5 Say ing, 
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of the People give him. The Law appoints 
the Prince to be Supreme Governor; 10 


1133 
day ing, I fear we now may juſtly experience 
there 1s too much Truth in it to be denyed : 
A Zeal for what ſome call C ch, ſhall 
juſtify all the Neglects of Chriſtian Love and 
Charity ; ; and ſowing Diſcord among Bre- 


thren, ſhall be called defending an Eſtabliſh- 
ment ; but wretched muſt we be, when the 


Blind lead the Blind, and both — * in· 
” a Ditch, | 


I might add 3 other Dodrines, pro- 


pon by themſelves, and for which we 


ave only their bare Words. What can be 
more abſurd than their aſſerting, thar when 


our Rights are openly invaded, when 2 
Prince becomes a Tyrant, and endeavours to 


Enſlaye all his Subjects, when the Conſtitu- 
tion is broken through in every Part, that 
even then it ſhall be Damnation to oppoſe 
him, to endeavour to deliver our ſelves or 
our Poſterity from Popiſb Bondage or Arbi- 


tary Power ? But it muſt be only when a 


Prince governs, that has the Jure Diuino of 
the Prieſt to ſtrengthen his Title, and make all 
his Subjects Vaſſals at their Command. I am 
ſure the Law of Nature ordains the Welfare 
of the People to be the firſt Rule of Govern- 


ment; and that Religion neyer overthrows 


Nature, whoſe chief Principle conſiſts in Self- 


Preſervation. The Power lodged in the 
' Crown is only a delegated Power in truſt for 
the Safety of the People, and no Britiſh Prince 
has any other Right to the Crown, than 


what the Laws of the Land, and the Voice 


that 
his 


L 141 9 
his Power is given him by the Law and the * 
11 People; and every one who knows any thing 
of the Conſtitution of Great Britain muſt be 4 
ſenſible, that our Government is a mixed li- 9 
mited Monarchy, divided between the King 
and the People, and that the King is only 
one Part of the Legiſlature; they have aſſign 
ed him the Laws he is to act by, and he is 
obliged to ſwear at his Coronation that * 
he will govern by Law, and preſerve unto his 7 
Subjects all their Rights, Privileges, and Fraun, 
_ chiſes ; and we are. aſſured by Forteſcue, Lib. ® 
1. Chap 8. That the Prince governs not his Peo- © 
ple by an abſolute Power, but by a limited legal cd! 
Power ; by this the People have the ſame Ti- "x 
tle to the Enjoyment of their Liberties and 3 
Properties as the King has to his Crown. * 
And a Chief Juſtice of England in King 
Henry the 2d's Days aſſures us, that in his time 
there was ſuch a Crime as was then called 
by the Laws High Treaſon againſt the King- 
dom. Hereby we plainly ſee that their boaſt- 
ed Doctrine of Jure Divino falls to the 
Ground; for there never was, nor ever will 3 
be a King in the World who derived his Au- 
thority from God alone, Independent of the 1 
Law and the People, and any that flatter 
the Prince and make him ſuperior to the 
Laus, contradict one of the ancient Maxims 
of Civil Government, which is Lex facis 
Regem. — 2 
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And 1 think it is beyond Contradiction, 
that as all Authority and Government pro- 
ceeds Originally from the People, ſo they 
have a Power, as at the late Glorious Rev 


lution, to ſet aſide any they ſhall judge unfic 
for Government. It is a Maxim we have 
more than once found True, that a Po- 


piſo Prince can never be a ſuitable Head of 


a Proteſtant People; for he is bound, by bis 


Religion, conſtantly to endeavour to eſtabliſh 


Popery by all the Means he can; all his Oaths 


taken to maintain our Conſtitution he is 
damn'd if he does not break, they are as 


Ropes of Sand to him; and he can have an 


Abſolution from Rome, and a diſpenſation for 
every thing he doth for the Good, Safety and 
Security of the Roman See: And therefore 


he certainly will endeavour to deſtroy his 
People and ſubject them entirely to his Ar- 
bitrary Will and Pleaſure BY 4 


Thus we may plainly ſee that Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Hereditary Right are Popiſh Incon. 


ſiſtent Doctrines, oppoſite entirely to Self- 


Preſervation, contradictory in themſelves, 
and that the Clergy have as often broke thro” 
their darling Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience as 
any Set of Men whatſoever: And at the 
late Revolution were as zealous in inviting 


over the then Prince of Orange to come with 
an armed Force and oblige the Lord's Anoinat- 
ed to withdraw from his City of London, 


and were as forward as any in veſting the 


Crown and Dignity on the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, whom they ſoon after 


voted King and Queen of England; which 
WAS 
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[16 7 
was an undehiable ſign of their Loyalty and 
Paſſive Obedience to a King they had ſo of. 
ten {worn to, and often preached up Dam- 
nation to any who ſhould reſiſt him. 


| I never wonder'd that any who are for 
making their Kings above the Law, are for 
ſetting up themſelves above the King, and 
N up to the People the Divine 
ight of B ps, A — ps, Conyv— tions. 
If they plead a Right by the Laws, I readi- 
ly agree with them; for our own Hiſtorians 
Record that Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian King 
of Britain, inſtituted Three Archbiſhopricks, 
and Twenty-Five Biſhopricks, inſtead of 
Three Arch-Flamens, and Tvwenty-Five 
Flamens, changing their Sees into Biſhopricks ; 
all the Archbiſhops, Biſhops and Clergy of 
England, in the Inſtitution of a Chriſtian Man 
dedicated by them to King Henry the 8th, 
fo. 59, and 60. ſay, That tis beyond all Doubt 
t hat the Order of Biſhops was deviſed by the An- 
cient Fathers of the primitive Church, for the 
Conſervation of good Order, and that by the Con- 
ſent and Sufferance of the Prince, and Civil Power- 
And Biſhop Hooper ſaid, that Archbiſhops were 
firſt conſlituted in the Days of Conſtantine the 
Great; and Archbiſhop Whitgift ſays, that 
Archbiſhops are neither of Divine or Apoſiolical, 
| but human Inſtitution, and fince the Apoſtles 
Time. And 'tis very remarkable that as An- 
gels are ſaid to be Miniſtring Spirits ſent to 
Mi niſter to the Heirs of Salvation; fo the 
Angels or Meſſengers of the Church of God, 
whoſe Converſations and Affections ought 
wholly to fix d on Heaven and heavenly 
Things, 


3 
„ 
419 

. . 


7 


= Things, have no need of Palaces, Mannors; 


Lordſhips, &c. to recommend them to the 
People. The Angels, or Miniſters of the 
Churches in A/a, had no ſuch Temporalities 
as their Succeſſors now claim and enjoy, and 
ſo eagerly contend for ; and ſeveral ancient 
Writers record, that when the Emperor 


3 Conſtantine the Great endowed the Biſhops, 


the Church, and Clergy, with Tcmporal 
Laws and Poſſſlions, the Voice of an An- 


gel was heard in the Air, crying out, hodi? 


Vinenum infunditur in Eccl:fia ; and in thoſe 


Days it became a common Proverb, Eccle- 


| fra Peperit Divitias, & Filia Devoravit Matrem ; 
and IJ wiſh 1 could ſay, we do not often find 
where there is the greateſt Wealth and Tem- 
poral Poſſeſſions, there is the greateſt want 

of Religion, Charity, and Piety. 


Far be it from me to 3 the Order, 


or to write any Thing to leſſen the Eſteem 


all true Britons ought to have for ſome now 
in the Church, who are a Glory and a De- 
fence to it, are the true Detenders of the 


3 Proteſtant Religion, and an Honour to the E- 


ſtahliſument, who are Guardians of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Subjects, and of uni- 


verſal Charity to thoſe who differ from them 


in Circumſtantials; may they ever ſhine as 
Stars in the Firmament, and hereafter reap 
Immortal Crowns for the generous Oppo- 
ſition they have made againſt Impoſit ion, and 
all other Doctrines which are only propagated 
by Men who pretend to be Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt, and pretend 46love God by hating 1 
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[ 18 ] 
Brethren; and who, inſtead of Feeding 
thoſe Flocks, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
them Overſeers, are for fleecing them, and 
leaving them to be deyoured, giving them 
over to the Devil, that they may learn no more 
to Blaſpheme, as they charitably term denying 
any Thing they ſee fit to have them Believe. 


The Spirit of Perſecution ever was ande- 
ver will be contrary to the whole Tenor 
and Doctrine of the Goſpel, and I always 
was inclined to believe a Man's Actions 
rather than his Words: Some of the Inferi- 
or Clergy always were (for Ends peculiar to 
themſelves) for promoting Strife and Perſe- 
cation : He that calls me a Heretick, Schiſ- 
matick, Cc. perſecutes me as much in Fact, 
as he that excommunicates me, and diveſts 
me of Church Communion; and was he to 
be my Judge, I doubt not but I ſhould ſuf- 
fer the utmolt Severity. ooo 


1 am ſorry I am obliged here to take No- 
tice of the Source and Origin of all our 
Miſchiefs and Misfortunes, thoſe pollured 
corrupted Fountains, from whence all our 
Evils proceed, I mean the Us, not that I 
am an Enemy to good Literature and Educa- 
tion, for he muſt be ſavage and ignorant 
indeed, who is an Enemy to Knowledge 
and ſolid Learning ; but I am for an entire 
and compleat Reformation of all our Semi- 
naries. The Purification of the U———s is 
of ſuch Importance to the Nation that the 
Hinges of our Government depend upon 

=: it, 
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it, and the wiſeſt of our Princes have and 
2 ought always to take this Matter into their 
'S oon peculiar Inſpe&ion, and Regard; there 
4 are many Laws and Statutes now in both 
3 our U — s, but particularly in the Col- 


| leges and Halls in Ox — d, which are 
39 diametrically contrary to our Conſtitution, 
'S and to many Ads of Parliament made for the 


”  XF Security of the Civil Government: The 
s, ſending into the Nation every 
Lear ſuch a prodigious Number of Prieſts, 
Z educated in all the Doctrines of Bigotry 
5 aud Slavery, muſt needs have a very great 
Influence on the ſuperſtitions Lairy. What 
may not the more ſober loyal Part of the 
Nation hope for from a Royal Vilitation ? 
11. A Why may not Ox——d have need of one 
as well as Aberdeen? And upon due Examina- 
s tion I am ſure it would be found that a proud, 
Z popiſh, perſecuting, bigoted, Party Spirit 
: =# prevails entirely there, inſtead of a free gene- 


i. rous and ſociable Temper; and that Loyalty 
which ought to be propagared in thoſe Col - 

i lleges and Schools, which enjoy all the Benefits 
ttumhat can ariſe from the powerful Protection 


4 aud Encouragement of a Proteſtant Prince, 
” FF whom they have all ſworn Allegiance. 
T to, and are bound by all the ſtricteſt. 

Ties of Honour and Loyalty to defend and 


obey. It is too well known to be diſputed, 

ne that ſome of the Decrees of the Us of 
by Ox -, have been burnt by Order of the 
1 Houle of Peers, by the Hands of the com- 
15 mon Hangman, as tending to deſtroy the 
wo Rights of the Subjects, contrary to the Prin- 
: ciples of Civil ee and the . 

5 2 0 
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f of humane Reaſon; and how often have 

his Majeſty and the Royal Family been 

1 treated with all the Marks of Diſgrace and 4 
fy Contempt; how have the Laws made in 1 
10 Defence of the publick Peace, been there 
ik trampled upon and deſpiſed ; how 

10 often has the Impoſtor's Health been pub- 

fa lickly tolerated to be toaſted in the U -,. 

i ! * Jy 

iis with Impunity and Protection, and all the 

1 Friends of the Government diſcouraged and 

{8 proſecuted ? And I am perſwaded no true 
01 Briton will have any regard for the man 
13% Proteitations of Loyalty they can make, un- 
108 leſs thev ſee a manifeſt Reformation in them, 


a humble Repentance, and due Submiſſion 
to the beſt of Kings. Sedition there, has 
been made meritorious; and twas no Matter 
for Chriſtianity, ſo long as ſome of their 
Members profeſs'd a Zeal for the C-— h, 
by Rebellion againſt their Soveraign. The 
Muſes Reſidences have been Seats of Trea- 
ſon ; and the ignorant Populace have had 
the moſt contradictory Stories affirm'd to 
them as Truth; and how forward ſome of 
their Members were to countenance and 
encourage the late unnatural Rebellion, is 
too freſh in every one's Mind to need 
any Repetition. Tis no Wonder if the 
Fountains are ſo polluted, the Streams are 
muddy ; for how have our Pulpits groan'd 
with elaborate Billing ſeate ? Every upſtart 
Prieſt has turn'd Politician, and ſettled the 
Rights of Princes, contrary to the unanimous 
Conſent and Acts of the Legiſlature; and. 
fad Work have they always made of it 
; every 
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every one knows; for *tis a ſtated Maxim, 
that the more Influence the C- 


have on the Civil Power, the worſe 


it is both for Prince and People; they 
have always been found the moſt bloody 
and imperious, and their Councils have 
always tended to the Deſtruction of So- 
ciety, of the Civil Rights of Mankind. 
They brought all the Miſeries in King 


| Charles the 1ſf's Reign, they ſtimulated 


and encouraged King James the 2d to 
enſlave his People; and to them, 'tis we 
owe all the Miſeries which were like 
to come upon us, in a late moſt pious 


Reign, had not God Almighty inter- 


ven'd by the peaceable Acceſſion of his 
Majeſty King George to the Crown: 
Their Diſaffection to his Succeſſion was 
notorious, and their Loyalty to his Go» 


vernment has ſince many times been 


manifeſted all over the Kingdom; for 


it was always their Way to preach up 


the Security of the C— h in a bad 
Reign, and its Danger in a good One. 
How can we expect any other Doctrine 
from them? They are poyſoned at the 


College, having been bred up with an 


utter Averſion to the Liberties of Man- 
kind, and have nothing left to make 
themſelves conſiderable at their firſt Ap- 
pearance, but arraigning the beſt Con- 

2 | i of Orr oa ſtitution 
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ſtitution in the World, and becoming v 
the ſeditious Trumpeters of a factious Y 


Party. The Oaths they have taken to 
the King, are accounted by them as 
not binding; nay they count it a Piece 
of Loyalty to break them, and inſolent- 
ly fly in the Face of all Civil Govern- 
ment, by praying for the King as ſu- 
preme Head of the Church, before their 
| Sermons, and in them ſetting themſelves 
above their Soveraign, arraigning his Title, 
his Miniſtry, and his Actions, and by vile 
Innuendos aſſerting the Right of a pulila- 
nimous Impoſtor, whom no Prince dares 
own, and none dare protect, but him 
whom Almighty Vengeance has threat- 
ned to deſtroy by the Breath of his Noſtrils, 
and the Brightneſs of his coming. How con- 
tradictory is it to pray for the King, as 
ſupreme Head of the Church, and yet 
maintain that Prieſts only can deprive 
one another! That all Lay Deprivation 
is invalid; to be fo very liberal of 
Damnation, as to fix it upon every one 
who cannot believe and think juſt as 
they do; ro forget all Chriſtian Love 
and Charity, and thunder out their A- 
nathema's againſt all that cannot, or will 
not ſee with their Eyes: So that out 
of the very "ee Mouth, and at the 
lame 
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ſame Time, proceeds both Bleſſing and 
Curſing N „ 
; is certain that Chriſt has an U- 
niverſal Catholick Church, tho? ſcatter'd_ 


thro? diſtant Parts of the World; and 


tho this Church is diſtinguiſhed by 
different Names and Characters, yet the 
| Apoſtle hath aſſured us, that he that fears 


God and worketh Righteouſneſs is accepted, 
let him be of any Nation, Sect or Perſwaſt- 


on, either eſtabliſhed by legal Authority 


or otherwiſe: A mutual Forbearance 


of one another, and a general Love and 
Charity to all, is a Doctrine very much 
recommended both by the Example of 
our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, Primi— 


tive Chriftianity never conſiſted in Per- 


ſecution for Chriſt's Sake. 


Here I am led to give a few ſhort 


Hints concerning Creeds, Teſts, and other 


ſuch hke Standards of Orthodoxy, which 


were according to all the Church Hiſto- 


ries now extant, found to be contrary 
to the Honour of God, and the Bent of 
the Goſpel; and thoſe who were moſt. 
zealous in Defence of them, were always 
for ſetting up themſelves, as Chriſt's 


Vicegerents: They never conſidered their 
own Fallibility as Men, and how eaſily 


they 
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they might be impoſed upon. I am ſure 
that there never was, nor ever can be 
any Medium between private Judgdment, 
and an infallible Head; if the former 


is allowed, all Creeds fall to the Ground; 
and if the latter is agreed to, I do not 


underſtand what we mean by our Pro- 
feſſion of being Proteſtants: It has been 
often found, that thoſe Men, who have 
been the moſt forward to promote 
Crceds, have the leaſt underſtood thoſe 
Doctrines they have ſo vehemently en- 
deavour'd to propagate with ſuch Violence 
and Prieſtly Rage. 1 eyriry Hh 


ladeed J am ſenſible the Roman Church 
have had their Ends in promoting them, 


their chief Intention being by ſuch unin- 


telligible Forms of Words, to lead their 
Votaries blindfold, and ſo to impoſe up- 
on their. Senſes, and endeavour to make 


them believe whatſoever was affirm'd to be 


Orthodox by their Guides, whether 
they underſtood it or no. Creeds are a 
manifeſt Injury to God Almighty, as 
tending to overthrow Divine Revelati- 
on, and in the Room thereof to ſubſti- 
tute humane Interpretations, to make the 
Scripture not a ſufficient Rule of Faith 
and Salvation. I never knew them of 
any Benefit; indeed they always ſerv'd 


to 
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1 
to raiſe the Ambition of Eccleſiaſticks, 
to debaſe the Reaſon and Underſtanding 
Jof the Laity, and to render thoſe over- 
credulous Fools, who believ'd them, as 
ſtupidly ignorant and inſenſible as thoſe 
who made and contrivd them: They 
often ſerved to command Things to be 
believd impoſſible in themſelves, and 
often contradictory to Chriſtianity; and 
thoſe who could not acknowledge and 
ſubſcribe them, were according to their 
uſual Charity excommunicated in this 
World, and damn'd in the next. God, 
the Author of our Beings, who form'd 
us like to himſelf, has given us Abili- 
ties to judge for our ſelves, and we are 
not to be ſav'd by the Faith of another: 
Creeds often tended to the Deſtructi- 
Jon of the Unity of Chriſtians, and the 
Peace of the Church; they were often 
the Reſult of Heat, and commonly pro- 
pagated by Eccleſiaſtical Fury. Prieſts 
ever introduced them into the Churh, 
without any regard to Orthodoxy, only 
to ſupport their own Authority and Ambi- 
tion ; they never wereto be depended up- 
on, for the Propagators of them were 
commonly Men of no Learning or Tem. 
per; a fiery Zeal attoned for all Chriſtian 
Qualifications, and they uſually were for 
calling for Fire from Heaven to a: 
D | a 


[20-1 
all ſuch Hereticks as did not, or could 
believe their Contradictions and Abſur- 
dities; 'Tis plain they always hinder'd 
the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, and were ever 
thought moſt uſeful in times of Ignorance 
and Idolatry, The Religious Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt has made us free, was' 
always by them dethroned and invaded, 
and they always tended to introduce a 
fiaviſh Obedience, which neither we 


4 


nor our Fathers could bear. 12 


Jam of Opinion, that as every Man 
has a Right, as much as poſſible, to pro- 
rect and preſerve his Civil Rights and 
 Enjoyments, ſo he has an equal Privi- 
ege to protect his Underſtanding and 
his Conſcience from all Invaſions, which 

may ſubject him to the Mercy of ſuch 
Prieſts, as only delight in triumphing over 
the Weak and over Credulous, and rejoyce 
in the introducing Spiritual Tyranny, and 
Slavery ; which are contrary to the gract- 
ous Deſigns of Providence, who always 
intends theWelfare and Happineſs of Man- 
kind. I muſt confeſs I ever had a natu- 
ral Averſion to all Kinds of Impoſition; 
1 expected to be ſav'd by my own Faith, 
never deſir'd to ſee with the Eyes of 
another, and always was unwilling to pin 
my Faith on the Sleeve even of an A—— 


of 


. 

of C9. I thought always 't was the 
higheſt Degree of Arrogancy for any to 
pretend to be Judges for me in Spiritual 
Matters; and therefore deſired to exa- 
mine for my ſelf, as I was likely (accord- 
ing to all the ſtricteſt Enquiries I ever was 
able to make) to ſuffer and be condemned 
| for my own Errors, F 


Thus I have briefly ſtated my Opinion 
concerning Creeds and Creed-Makers : 
That Creeds were uſher'd into the World 
by ſome bigotted, ſuperſtitious Levites, 
Who lov'd to lord it over God's Heritage, 
and lay equal Burthens on the Conſcien- 

ces, as on the Backs of the Laity. They 
were always, by all underſtanding Men, 


ich counted dark obſcure Forms of Words, 
uch fit only to be uſed 1n Times of Ignorance, 
ver when God is ſaid to wink at our Defects, 
yce and always were and will be a Spiritual 


Invaſion on the Religious Liberties of 
Mankind. Their Makers were uſually 
found a Set of furious unintelligent Mor- 
tals, who uſed to form and promote them 


tu- with the ſame Zeal and Underſtanding 
on; as the Indians do their Prayers to the De- 
** _— . 

; © 


Jo conclude, I cannot forbear congratu- 
lating my Countrymen upon the glorious 
5 8 Spirit 


3 


Spirit of Liberty, which ſeems to be 


breaking out all over the Nation: The 
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general Contempt the more ſenſible Part 
have againſt {laviſh Principles, and the ge- 
nerous Concern they have to tranſmit to 

their Poſterity, unpolluted and undefiled, 
their Civil Rights and Religious Liberties 
ſhould be Matters of Joy to every Briton. 


la always was an Enemy to the encroach- 
ing Power of the Prieſts; they uſually | 

made good Things bad, and bad worſe, 

and are the greateſt Manglers of a Conſti- 
tution in the World ; their Intereſts being 
often contrary to that of the State. Having 
now without any regard to Party, aſſert- 
ed what I think is and ſhould be the Sen- 
timents of all who profeſs and underſtand 
Proteſtant Principles, and enjoy the Bleſ- 
ſings of a Proteſtant Government; I leave 
this Eſſay to be canvaſs'd by all thoſe 
narrow Spirits who can ſwallow down e- 
very Thing the Prieſts command them to 
believe, without any Regard to Truth. 
1 would have them rouſe up their Senſes, 
and be no longer led blindfold by Men 
who firſt lead them out of the way, and 
then laugh at their Simplicity and ſenſe- 
leis Credulity. Jacob ſaid, in his laſt 
Bleſſing to his Sons, concerning the Tribe 
of Levi, that they were Inſtruments of Cra- 
| | | | 8 ; elt), | 
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elty, and their bad Deſcendants and Pro- 
er have ever ſince that Time fulfilled 


Effects of Prieſt- craft! O my Soul come 
wot thou into their Secret; unto their Aſſem- 
bly, mine Honour be not thou united: Curſed 
be their Anger for it ts flerce, and their Wrath 
for it is cruel: I wil 
and ſcatter them in Iſrael, 


 FINI S. 


iis Propheſy of them. O the prodigious 


vide them in Jacob, 
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